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4 SKETCH OF EVENTS FX THE eated there the year previous, and at 
“ BARLY SETTLEMENT OF this time containeda U.S. land office, 
CHEROKEE COUNTY. 





ilogs. The disappointment was a 
A number of hard working, intelli-! very serious one, but the land ex- 


gent men, in Miltord, Massachusetts, | plorers comprehended the situation 


tired withthe desire to acquire the ;and determined to look around there. 
birthright of every American citizen, | They proceeded up the Big Sioux for 
a good farm and comfortable home- ja considerable distance, but the scar- 
stead, under the leadership of: one| city of timber in that region caused 
Dr. Russell, organized a joint stock! them to retrace their steps. Return- 
company, comprising fifty-four |ing to Sioux City, they met with R. 
members, ‘twenty-four of whom were | Perry, Esq., now of Pilot Rock, who 
heads of families, with a design to|informed them of the beauty and 
settle somewhere in the then “Farj abundance of timber along the Little 
West.” Having carefully examined Sioux, in Cherokee county. Park- 
the maps, the present site of Sioux! hurst remained in Sioux City, while 
City was determined onas the ob-| Corbett and a man named Martin set 
jective point of the colony. The Big, out across the prairie towards Cor- 
Sioux was supposed to be a naviga- | rectionville, thence up the river to 
ble stream, the Misseuri certainly; Big Grove in Pilot. Here they slept 

ras, and at the confluence of tiese! over night, and the next day proceed- 
rivers, they naturally reasoned, there {ed up to the present site of the.old 
must yet be an important city. The! town, swiming streams in their way. 
truth of-these reasonings they hate) Having satisfied themselves that this 
lived to see verified, as Si City was the finest country they had yet 





Sioux 
is not only a*handsome place, but the | seen, after rambling hither and thith- 
very best trading mart in the entire, er for two days, set out for Correc- 
West. : | tienville, and there fortunately met 

A quota of the company was to set | the teams of their friends’ they had 
out in advance, and after making} left at the Mississippi. This was in 
suitable locations, surveys, and en-/the month of May, 1856. The entire 
tries, the others were to follow the! company consisted of about twenty 
coming scason. souls, of Whom some are still living 

On the 11th day of February,1856,}in this county. A log house was built 
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‘two hotels, and one store, all built of 


some twelve or tourteen of the com- 
pany set out, taking with them such 
hecessary household effects as they 


» deemed indispensible. Crossing the 


long with the londed = teams. 


Mississippi at Lyons, two of the com- 
pany, Carlton Corbett and) Lemuel 
Parkhurst, set out in advance to col- 
leet such information as they could, 
While the remainder came slowly 
On 
arriving at Sioux City, they found to 
their chagrin the location appropria- 
ted, some dartuy spirits’ having lo- 


| near the siteot’ Davis’ grist mill,which 
was long known as the Cherokee 
{fouse, and for some time had to be 
ithe home of the entire colony. The 
(two teams belonging to the company 
i were iminediately put to work, and 
150 acres were broken for 2 crop, of 
Which some 30 acres were planted 
with corn. This was caught by frost 
in the fall and greatly injured, yet it 
Was yw fair crop.. They also raised 
200 bushels of excellent potatoes and 
some simul vegetables. Whatever 
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from Cow vil Blutts, a distance of 130 jeast.. Of those still here, who passed 
miles. -D ring the summer a village | the first winter, are J. A. Brown, 8. 
was laid © t. 320 acres were laid off; Parkhurst, G. W. Labourveau, C. 
in town lors, and all the lands adjoin- | Corbett, and A. Haynes. 

ing the village plat was made into} In the month of F ebruary, 2 Hint 
20 acre lors, “though afew contained ing party of Sioux Indians passed 
as many a 60 acres. A plat of the down the river. They halted at the 
village is still to be seen in the Re-|settlement,and everything appeared 
corder’s office. The village has on! most friendly. They proceeded down 
paper qvite an imposing appearance, | to Smithland, where the whites de- 
having in the centre a splendid} manded w here they were going. The 
square, io which all the’ principal) Indians replied they were going to 
streets couverge. One thing that is) shake hands with the Omahas; but 
worthy of note in this connection is,| the whites made them surrender their 
that though these “pilgrim fathers” }arms. This enraged these savages, 


of our county, W ‘ere over 100 miles! whoimmediately turned up the stream - 


from a town, wholly unacquainted) breathing vengeance on the white 
with the sur roundings, and having | settlers. ” Hav ing had their arms sto- 
‘such an immense country to select/len by white men, they concluded 
from, should have just hit upon the} white men must ‘make restitution, 
locality destined to be one of the fir- poonseduen tty. they entered every 
est cities in Lown. One would Sup | | house on their w: Ly, Insulting the in- 
pose these men had been guided by) mates-and taking what guns they 
even‘more than human foresight, to! could find. Arrivi ing at “Cherokee, 
think, that where these twenty wan- furious with passion for the wrong 
‘derers cast their lot, 130 miles beyond / they had sustained, they acted in a 
an outpost, would, in a tew years, be! brutal and insolent manner. What 
the centre of a great trading mart, arms they had plundered were now 
threngh which the iron horse coursed | directed against the whites, and the 
many times, each day. ‘colonists, scattered about as they 
Four additional houses were built; were, were forced to surrender their 
in the fall. L. Parkhurst built one) guns ‘and yield to whatever indignity 
near the residence of F. W. Huxtord, a blood-thirsty savage might offer.— 
Esq., G. W. Labourvean one near the | Cattle were stolen, the seanty provis- 
court house, and C. Corbett with B.) ions seized and devoured by them, 
W. & Ly-ander Sawtell and Wins, and even compelled the settlers to 
Holden built one over the river. B.) cook it for them, standing the while 
Holbrook built one whieh is still) with cocked guns to dispatch anyone 
standing —2ar to the old fort. Prep-) who might chance to displease them. 
arations v ere now made for the com-; They remained three days, feasting 
ing winte: which turned out to be} and carousing, seeming to debate, 
one of the severest on record; mem-} whether to murder the entire colony 
orable throughout the United States) or not. On the third night, Mr. La- 
torits de th of snow and severe! bourveau and S. Parkhurst returned 
storms. “!from Sac City. The Indians, suspie- 
Dr. Russell returned to Massachu-/ ious that the Smithland pe ople might 
setts, to make preparations tor the’ be on their trail, were anxious to 
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Enter yi ; ; : a : 3 ° 
“know where these men came from,;Brown; Henry, Frank, & Addie 
but the cunning of the white man] Phipps. 


played on the fears of the savage; 
, they would not tell, and the Indians, 
apprehensive of danger, set off in the 
morning in haste. Hurrying up the 
river, when fairly beyond what they 
considered the possibility of pursuit, 
they became ungovernably furious, 
and arriving at Spirit Lake, massa- 
‘cred the detenceless colony, man, 
woman and child, forming one of the 
darkest and bloodiest chapters in the 
history of Indian ferocity and ven- 
-geance. For this outrage the people 
of Sniithland were responsible, and 
the etfects on the settlement of this 
county were most disastrous. When 
the horrible tale of Spirit Lake reach- 
ed the ears of the Cherokee  settle- 
ment, every heart was sickened at 
the recital of this tale of blood. Par- 


ties from Smithland advised the col- | 356; 
ony to leave, and early in| February | were 


‘ 
‘ 
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Nor was the course’ of in- 
struction any way superficial; Miss 
Phipps has since taught school her- 
self, and is one of the most advanced 
and successful teachers in the county. 
In the month of Angust the-coun- 
ty of Cherokee was organized at a 
special election. The following offi- 
cers were elected: | | 
A. P. Thayer, County Judge. 
'B. W. Sawtell, District Clerk. 
C. Corbett, Prosecuting Attorney. 
G. W. Labourveau, Ree’s & Treas. 
S. W. Haynes, County Sheriff. 
G. W. Bannister, Coroner. 


In all about 23 votes were cast.—_ 


| There was levied for county purpose 
6 mills to the dollar; for state, 14 
mills; for schools, 2 mills; | and tor 
roads, 3 mills. The number of acres 
entered was 46,178, valued at $92,- 
371 town lots, valued $3,710, 
assessed and $1,754 of personal 


not u settler was left, some going to| property. The total value of all prop- 
Ashland, some to Onawa, and others | erty was $97,820, from which was 
to Smithland. Soongas the place was | risen %1,222,75. | 


deserted, the people of Smithland 
visited the houses of the settlers, and 
to their eternal shaine be said, plun- 
dered what was lett. Matters ut this 


The tirst warrant ever issued in 
Cherokee county, was drawn Octo- 
ber 2d, 1858, for the sum of $4 30, 
payable to D. N. Stoddard, on ae’t 





time looked gloomy indeed. © News| of services as chainman on Road No. 
had gone to Massachusetts that all/1, to Plymouth county line, signed 
the colony had been murdered. Dr.| by A. P. Thayer, County Judge. 
Russell’s society became disorganiz- |The records of 1858 & 759, are very 
ed, and abandoned the project. Thejneatly kept and easily: read. The 
people here were disheartened, and! bulk of the warrants issued is to pay 
the bright visions that fancy had | bounties on “scalps of prairie wolves” 
woven, were torn by cruel realities.}each sealp being 31 50, the first of 
In the month of May most of them | this species being issned to Mallon 
returned, and put in considerable | Holbrook, Dee. 6th, 1858. 
spring crop. | The first bridge over the Sioux riy- 
A school was taught during thejer, was built by a man named Blain, 
suminer in the old’ Cherokee House, | for $1,600, tg pay which, a 7 mill tax 
by Mrs. Parkhurst, the tunds being| was voted by the people, 14 voting 
sent from Massachusetts to sustain} for the tax, and L voting against it. 
it. Among those who attended that} The large accounts of Mills & Co., 
school, are George, Thomas, & Clara jot Des Moines, soon found their way 
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96 and! w 
8th, far’ $223,06. 
These men have wm swed a forfiive 
out of the new counties of Iowa, if 
others can exhibit such liberal deal- 
ing as Cherokee county. 

The management of. the fivinesk 
seem to have been scrupulously hon- 
' est. One is surprised in looking over 
' the accounts to see such small sala- 
ries attached to the different - Offices, 
and the reasonable charges for all 
work done. These men had the hand- 
- ling‘of large sums of money and co’d} a 
have enriched _themselyes if they \ 
chose. 

The following is the revenue of the | 
county for the past 12 years: 


1858, $1,229.75. 
1859, ~ 3.343,30. 
1860, 2.039,86. 
1861, 2.676,91. | 
1862, 1 te 00. 
1863, 7,5 
1864, 2.891,50. 
1865, 3,193.65. 
1866, 3,902,33. 
1867, 4,000,00. 
1868, 5,178,00. 
1869, 19,797,87. 


In the fall of 1857, a number of the 
eolonists left, carrying with them dis- 
mal accounts of bleak prairies, bloody | 
Indians and the fearful hardships of! 
pioneer life. These accounts seated | 
the tute of colonization for years at-| 
terward; but the few brave men and | 
women who still struggled on, have | 
since lived to conyr: atulate themsely es | 
that nothing could shake their t: vith 
in the fittire of Cherokee ¢ POUNLY. 

The Dubuque & Sioux © ity Rail-| 


road Land Grant passed Congress in 


Report then 
cone | 


arnt 


of the rond was m: nile. 
was that the railw: ay would be 
structed inside ot three Venrg. 


yas the intention of Congress, and to 
reimburse the company tor building 
and maintaining a road through a 
country that would yield small re- 
turns, the land grant was made; yet 
fourteen years “el: apsed before the 
road was completed; but the land 
grant was retained, being renewed to 
the defaulting esterp any The ray of 
hope the settlers had seen in this di- 
rection, flickered with varying shades 
during these eventful fourteen years. 
Once, the last vestige of hope, that 

railw ay would be built through the 
county, ut all, had been nigh extin- 
cuished. Villainous speculators pack- 
ed the lobby of the legislature, to 
l change the rond about twenty miles 
to the south of where it now is, and 
to the Hon. Eh Johnson, who man- 
fully fought these eorrupt combina- 
tions, almost single-handed, Cherokee 
owes a debt of gratitude. He repre- 
sented this district in the year 1868, 
when pliant railway tools were rife 
in the legislature, but truthful and 
honest, he triumphed over corruption 
and bg Ty. 

There was but little occurring in 
the history of this county to note for 
a number of venrs. In 1860, she had 


a population ‘ot 58, but in 1863, of 20 


only. Tsolated as she was from the 
rest of the Union,.she contributed 
more than her quota to the army du- 
ring the rebellion. Her war record, 
we will venture, is unsurpassed by 
any county in fa entire Union. The 
tricksters at Sioux City, credited to 
Woodbury county several of our 


| young men, who, inspired with devo- 


tien to the cause of the nation, cnroll- 
ed themselves as volunteers, and then 


(1 1856, and in *57 a provision: ul surve yj Cherokee sent out gray-headed vet- 


rans to fill the places of those stolen 
hy Woodbury county. Eight in all 
Were e nrrolled ats sarle liers. le: ZN ing only 
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five men in the whole county. sj of which ‘are still standing as a re- 
Matters went on very gently for aj minder of the trying ordeal through 
~number of years, excluded from the! which the early settlers passed.— 
world, the people of Cherokee tormed | ‘Most of them went to Sioux City, 
Mn #ivilication of their own, though: where the Indian fever Was raging to 
many were the hardships and incon-/its fullest extent. Others went east- 
veniences suffered. Sioux City was; ward, but of all that left only six re- 
the nearest point to get mail, anditurned. Mr. Corbett was treasurer, _ 
trudging 60 miles to ‘eet a letter or | and he returned in the fall to collect 
dispatch one Can sci arcely be classed { : the taxes as the law required. The 
as “excellent facilities.” The railroad! commander had, in case of danger, 
spoken of so much, began to appear | notified him, that he and his family 
a myth in the eyes of the settlers.— | could tind shelter in the fort. The | 
Searcely an immigrant ever thought | census returns of. 1863, show there | 
of Cherokee county, and the few set-! were but 10 males and 5 females in | 
tlers left, were disheartened and often | the county. The census of 1860 re- 
tempted to leave it. In 1863, the‘ turned a population of 58, showing 
Homestead Act passed by the Gen- | pretty clearly that matters were in a 
eral Government, once more shot a! most unfavorable condition. During 
ray of hope into the hearts of the old| the winter of °62—6: 3, the only whites 
and trusting pioneers, but the tearful | in the county, with the exception of | 
Indian massacre of St. Ulm, Minn., the soldiers, were Mr. & Mrs. Cor- | 
‘sent a thrill of horror to every he: art | bett, Mr. Brown and family, Orange 
and seemed once more to fix the des-| Wigh, of Pilot Rock, and Robert 
tiny of the colony. The blood-stain- | Perry of the xame plac @, 
ed visions of Spirit lake haunted the! A short time before the arrival of 
old settlers, and a fear that the indes-! the military, an incident of quite an 
ccribable horrors of an Indian war) exciting nature transpired in the set- 
were about to break upon them, par- | tlement. Seouts had been employed 
alyzed the shattered remnants of a/in various directions, to learn and re- 
onee prosperous colony. For a con- | port all they could concerning the 
siderable time, the Indians had been} movements of the savages. Two men 
troublesome along the frontier. Coin- i of that persmasion, named, Sam. and 
~ panies had been organized, and troops.) Andre ww Purecll, were staying over 
stationed at different points, to guard! night on the premises of Gasiv. La- 
the settlements. A number of vol, | bouryeam. During the meht, they 
unteers under Captain Mallard, of|were awakened, and discovered a 
Sioux City, were placeilat Cherokee, | couple of Indiaus making off with a 
while others were posted at Spirit | horse each, one, the property of Mr. 
Lake aud other points. When uews! Labourveau, and the other, that of 
of the massacre reached the: colony, Andrew Purcell. They immediately 
Capt. Millard advised the settlement: gave pursuit, nd ae of the broth- 
to leave, as he ‘felt unable to atford. ers tired, Audrew’s shot taking fatal 
sufficient protection. The ‘people! effect. Sam. hit his: nian, aud accord- 
took his advice, and thus a second jing to report, the offects proved tatal 
tine Cherokee county was depopul: L- | shortly afterwards, but he got away 
ted. Tt. was during this campaign | with Andrew's horse to the Indian 
the stockade aud fort were built, both Teamp. ‘The horse so resened is still 
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> owned by Mr. Labourveau, . 
the only ease of human life taking in 


This is 


the history of the county. Like the 
horse in the table, that took on a rid- 


er to be avenged on the stag, the 
good people of Cherokee found the 


troops a source of greater trouble, as 
they committed all manner of depre- 
dations, aud proved a greater annoy- 
ance than the Indians, though all 
bear testimony, those of Millard’s 
company behaved well, and also those 


of Brackett’s batallion, which latter 


were the last troops ever stationed in 


agen ee a ERA cy 
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ing 38 gallons of syrup. In the year 
1861, there were 68 neat cattle aud 8 
horses in the county, an increase in 
four years, of 30 cattle and 13 horses, 
while the population had decreased 
by 14in number. ©. 

For a number of years, the settle- 
nient had had a monthly mail. At 
first, the mail was carried by Badeaux 
& Nusson, from Mankato, Minn., to 
Sioux City; afterwards the route was. 
changed to Sioux City and Jackson. 
Byron Holbrook was the first post- 
master, but he shortly atterwards. re- 


~ this county, the fort being abandoned} Signed and C. Corbett was appointed. 


a ere ae. 


his numerous water-powers, by erect- 
ing a saw mill where Messrs. “Tiller 
“-& Bliss are now building their flour- 
“ing mill. 


-dences, with a population of 52, eight 


in 1866. 


George Filer, the present} In the yevr 1866, a weekly mail was 


sheriff, belonged to one of the early! established, and so continued until 
companies posted here, and became] the fall of 1870, at which time a daily 


so prepossessed with the natural re- 


sources of the county, that he return-, 


ed after his term of service. . 

_ In the fall of 1865, Mr. Phipps re- 
turned from the army, having tollow- 
ed Sherman on his victorious march 


through the confederacy. Labour- 
veau and Bannister had returned 


the previons spring. It was this 
year that {. B. Twitord, of bridge 
fame, made his first appearance in 
the county, and utilized the first of 


This saw mill was of in- 
mense value to the entire Northwest, 
as previous to this, Phipps’ saw pit 
was the only incans of supplying lum- 
ber to builders. 

The census of 1865, return 9 resi- 


of whom were militia, 29 males and 
23 females, only 10 of whom were en- 
titled tu vote, 24 being under 21 yrs 
vf age, Of horses, there were 21, 
and of neat cattle, 98. Only 18 acres 
of spriug wheat were sown, 23 acres 
of oats, 64 of barley, 38 acres of po- 
tatoes, 14 acres of sorghum, produc- 


« 
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mail east and west afforded the citi- 
zens complete facilities. During the 
year °67, quite considerable additions 
were'made to the population of ‘the 
county. At the election of 1868, 64. 
votes were polled. Cherokee had the 
honor of electing a resident of the 
county to the State Legislature, in 
the person of Eli Johnson. During 
this session of the legislature, the 
Dubuque and Sioux City railroad 
was located to run through Cherokee 
county. Engineers immediately went 
to work in earnest, and in two years 
from that time the iron horse went 
snorting over the beautiful prairie 
lands of Cherokee, A. store was 
opened about this time in the “Old 
Village,” by a Mr. Foskett, who was 
ia partnership with F. W. Huxtord. 
He soon found a neighbor in thh per- 
son of Mr. Wan Eps. A little black- 
smithing had been doue by Jacob 
Fordney, but to Mr. Herrick belongs 
the honor of having: the tirst shop, 
and conducting the trade as it ought 
to be. This year, also, witnessed the 
erection of a saw mill in Pilot town- 
ship, by a Mar. Rogers, who, in 1870, 
placed a run of stones in it for grist- 
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ing, making the first flour in the coun-; the risk of a depot. He was soon 
ty. The mill isa valuable acquisi- | followed by others—Gourlay & Wil- 
tion, and does excellent work. ison, Drs. Cleaves and West, Attor- 
Cherokee, in 1868, had 1012 acres | | ney Cowles, and Judge Wellman, 
of land cultivated; 146 horses; 728) W. F. Harriman, Luther & Ric i, 
cattle; 18 sheep; 6 mules; 177 ‘milch | F. Culver, Jas. ‘Archer and H. P. 
cows, ‘and 108 yoke of working oxen, Hobart, H. Nye, and a host of othar 
valued at $7,976, and her population | business men, so that at the close of 
consisted of 227. ‘the year, the village contained 94 
Work on the railway, in 1869, pro- houses and places of business, with a 
ceeded with v ivor,making busy times; population of not lessthan 300. In 
during this year her population in-! February, °71, application was made 
creased to 459, and the withdraw: li for articles of incorporation, which 
of her lands from cash entry, put an; have not been consummated at this 
effectual check to speculation—the) writing. In June, there were in the 
curse of all new counties. The rail-' county 1244 cattle; 444 horses; 36 
way left the village about a mile to; mules; 39 sheep, and 70 swine. The 
the east, which put an effectual check | total valuation of all personal prop- 
to the growth of the latter. The vil-| erty was 879,979,55 an increase, we 
lage had sprung up with amazing ra-} will venture, unequalled by any coun- 
pidity, and br ought it to an influx of| ty in the United States. 
trontier business men, anda tew pro-' In January, the publication of a 
fessionals, Messrs. Kellogg & Lewis, ' newspaper was commenced by J. F. 
Attorney s, and M. 3. Butler, Physi-; Ford, called the Cherokee Chief. Tu 
clan, were the first.to locate in their | October, the Chief emerged into the 
ei lings. In the tall, the r: nilway) TIMES, published by R. Buchanan, 
from Sioux City, was finished to the! and has a large and growing circula- 
centte of the county, now known as i tion, 
the village of Taal which remain-! Besides the village of Cherokee 
ed the terminus-up to the month of/ the county has three other villages, 
April, 1870. leach having two daily mails, afford- 
The spring of 1870, was one of as-}ingjmail faciities ahead of hundreds 
tonishing activity; immigrants were; of veh snd towns in the Empire State. 
locking in by hundreds, so that i in| Financially the county of Cherokee is 
June, ‘the population, according toi the peer of all the counties in North- 
the census report, was 1937, and bye rn Lowa, having been 80 economie- 
the last of December, could not have j ally managed that her debt is too in- 
»been less than 3500. Business men | significant for mention, and her roads 
rushed in in large numbers, impelled | aia bridges are far ahead of what is 
) by the fine prospects. For some time; asually found in a new county. 
“reat doubt was entertained that a! An able article from the pen of the 
ile ‘pot w ould be located at the pres-| County Attor ney, Eugene Cowles 
pent village of Cherokee, which great-! gives a consecutive account of ait: 
iy retarded her onward march, nor official proceedings. 
was the question finally settled until | ——— | 
the month of August, at which time? “Cherokee county has the best wat- 
tot more than LO houses were in it. ler in Towa, and more timber than any 
Mr. Fite opened the first store, taking lten nei ighboring counties all together, 
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‘beyond the reach of the poor classes! zes 
“that their ambition seldom soars so! it not of poverty at least penury: 


-§200 per 
. laboring nan uspiring to the owner- 


‘there is lund to be had 


Se ress KOM MES FOR ALL | itims. Some he kuows have come 

panes Sa ie bi ack, cursing the fates that ever sent 
“The ety 8 of a bea hone are) them west, and pronouncing anathe- 
not unappreciated even by the most} nas on all who talk “west.” Tossed 
indifferent, though in the east, the between Seylla and Charibdis, the 
acquisition of a homestead is’ so tar | poor doubting Thomas at last fossili- 


and dies as he has lived, the child, 


from $50 to} But how is it with the’ stout-heart- 
acre there is little use of aled man who is not atraid to deny him- 

olf the comforts that naturally sur- 
|round an old and well populated re- 
quire but a.tew acres, and these cost| gion, He ignores the present for the 
him the savings of a lifetime. After ‘future, and that future is not far in 
having acquired his ten or twentyjadvance. Placing his little all in 
acres, he finds he must. still toil on! tr ansit, he arrives at Dubuque, and 
with unremitting perseverance, thro’! then takes the Dubuque & Sioux 
every changing se ison, to be reward: | City Railroad for this county, where 
ed with a scanty, :i serable pittance erhe sees such magnificent prairies as 
-that is forced trom a reluctant soil—|never greet the eye of the traveller 
He,hears that in this free America, ; from the Atlantic to the Pacitic. He 
asa gift from) gazes over these glorious lawns, fer- 
the general government, land already | tile beyond expression and beautious 
cleared ,of trees and stumps; land! beyond conception; here he resolves 
trom which the rocks and stones have | to pitely his tent, selects his quarter 


high. Where land is 


ship of a tarin. At imost be can xe- 





been all removed; land clothed with 
rich, luxuriant grasses; land inter-} 
sected with creeks and rivers; land,: 
the fertility of which, none has ever 


‘section and finds for the first. time in 
his lite he’is wealthy. By the gener- 
ous bequest of the gevernment he is 


in landed proprictor, ot 160 acres ot 
‘ 


Bade 


-anenchantinent, in fact t, a deception take him. 


dared to cxll in question; land, such) 
as outrivals the grassy meadows of! 


superior to any 160 acres in the 
Allegh: any slope. Of course he finds 


the Nethérlands, or the verdant pla- ‘thorns as well as roses, but the roses 


teaux of Sunny Italy. This he regards | possess virtues that t: ake away every 
as an-idile tale. He cannot bel lieve! sting, the thorns may inflict. He 
that, what it tequires 4 man of for-' gets a humble dwelling to shelter 
‘tune to attain in the east, is offered) himself and his loved ones, who are 
to hima gift by the Ciited Statesan, all content to “labor and nit The 
the west. He seems to consider there | first year he grows vegetables cnough 
is a trap somewhere; it cannot be ai to feed the family so thit famine is 
living realty; there is au ilurement,;not among the evils that can over- 
The second year he bas 
in the matter. He is afraid the peo-| not only bread,but abund: ance of grain 
ple want him out west to plunder to sells comfort need not now be de- 
him, and then set hum adritt He! nied ’ His humble house is exchang- 
knows ma: have gone west and writ-; ed for one eommodious and pleasant, 
ten back such glowing accounts, but’ his farm is equal to those of a hund- 


Nap) 


these he fears have gone in to the plun-) red years’ cultivation ino the east, 
dering trade and ouly wish for view} while it is stocked a manner that 
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a 
no easter Man ean “wnderstamyl. Te, 
lives the remainder of his lite in com- | 
parative ease, nnd dies at last at. a! 
ripe old age, Jaden with wealth 
Jhouors. i 
at SYNOPSIS “OF OFFT CTAL| 
PROCEEDINGS FROM 

1858 to 1871. ~ | 
Le gale A 
The legal history of the county is. 
somewhat obscure for the period of! 
wbout two years after its organization | 
as a eounty, from the fact, tha at there | 
were 110 ay ible books to record the | 
official transactions of the county ofti- 
ecrs in, and they were, of necessity, 
kept on loose sheets of paper. After, 
books were pegs these minutes 


were not alt transcribed as should 
have bear doue, and in the various 
ehanges that have since been made, 


these 3 papers have been lost or des-| 
troved. ies” 

On the Ist of Novembe Pied yehiese G.! 
Wee de, Sherwin, then County Judge, 
ovdered suitable books for the county 
offices, from. Mills & Co., of Des 
Moines, and since that time, there is 
ho aie ralty in treeing the official 


= 


proceedings of the -ditferent county 


officers. At the gweneral eleetion in 
ISR. the tollowing county officers 
were eleeted: 
G. W..F. Sherwin, Co. Judge. 2: 
‘ Wi Sawtell, District Nerk, 
JW. Bannister, Shere fh. 


ble C roonty, eupre. of Schools, 

At this eleetion t! here were 19 votes | 
east. On the 22d of November, Mr. 
Labourvent the office of 


resigned 
Vrensurer & Reocorder, and Lemuel! 


Parkhurst was appointed to fill the; 
Vaenney. . Onethe atl: of December, | 
He. DD. Betts was appointed Sym p | 


Lad Neent, and a eoutract made 
With dim toseloet ans plat the sw: nip) 


lngads for 2 eonts per ACTE. In neeord- 
7 





Wight was appointed to fill the 
/caney. 


the bridge was 
franchise was granted to Mr. Phipps, 


wv 


anee with this contract, Mr. Betts 
‘selected and platted twenty-six thou- 
S: ne aa four hundred acres as 
and reeeived trom the 
ene on ae 25thot December, the 
sum of five hundred and tw enty- eight 
dollars for his services. The general 
land office at Washington, however, 
eut down this claim somewhat, and 
patented to the county only 2720 
acres of the large amount selected by 
Mr. Betts. 

The year 1859, witnessed a number 
oF changes in the office of Superin- 
tendent of Schools, Geo. Coonly  re- 
signing the office on the 19th otf Mareh, 
Ww hich rem: ained vacant until July 22d, 
when G, 8. Kiiliam was appointed to 
fili the vacaney. He soon resigned 
the oftice, andy on Octec20thyy O. By 
va- 
At a special election held 
April 6th, it was voted to build a 
bridge across the Little Sioux River, 
and a7 mill tax to meet the expense, 
aiso Pei eer This bridge was built 
by R. M. Blain, tor the sum of 1600 
and was completed Noy. 15th, 1859. 
At this time, there was 10 saw mill 
Within a reasonable distance, and the 
stringers and plank for the bridge 
were sawed with a “whip saw” by 
Me. Phipps and lis partner, This 
bridge was upon the site of the pres- 
ent onc near the old town, To ae- 
comunodate the tr: aveling publie while 
being built, & terry 
biilt a 


aud he rnd run ferry boat un- 


‘til the bridge was coiapleted. 


On the 14th of November, the Co. 
Judge issucd the first marriage lieeuse 
to C. Corbett 2nd Rusabe ln Cum- 
mines, Who were miarricd on the 2oth 


inst., this being the first wedding ti 
the county. 
At the general election that verar, 


there were 20 votes cast, and the tol- 
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2 i, & 
jected :-—-G. W. Sher- {of Schools; .A. Phipps, Supervisor. 
nudge; L. Parkhurst,; The year 1862, was a very quiet 
ecorder; G. W. La-| one for the county officials, so far as 
iuage Commissioner 5 the transaction of county business was 
n, Surveyor; O. S. concerned, there being nothing of 
ot Schools; Geo. W.; any importance trausacted. There 
riff; A. Haynes, Cor-; were 16 votes cast at the fall election, 
inty lost an excellent: and Bb. W. Sawtell elected Clerk; R. 
by the resigoation of Perry, Sheriff; A. Phipps, O. 8. 
win, of the office of Co.; Wight, and J. A. Brown,Supervisors. 
ith ot March, the du-| January 19, 1863, the Board of Su- 
e were perforincd by! pervisors made 4 contract with J. H. 
> District Court, B. W.: Cornell to erect a court house for the 
the 16th of November, | county, at a cost of $1900, and the 
ere was a general set- | present edifice was built that year.— 
accouuts of the differ-| At the October election, there were 
cers, and the clerk was | only seven votes cast, this being the 
5 for his services from) smallest vote ever polled in the coun- 
to Nov. 16, 1860. The, ty at a general election. The follow- 
Recorder, $62 95, for! ing officers were elected:—O. 5. 
- the same time,”and| Wight, County Judge; C. Corbett, 
B2 50, “halcyon days, i'Treasurer & Recorder; KR. Perry, 
‘ Sheriff; O. S. Wight, Supt. of Schools ; 
1860) there were only! O. S. Wight, Clerk ot Dist. Court; 
cast ‘for the different} A. Phipps, T. Scurlock, Supervisors. 
;; the following parties | At this time ©. 8S. Wight was the le- 
—_O. 8. Wight, County! gal incumbent of only four different 
~Sawtell, Dist. Clerk; | county otices, but he bore his honors 
rveyor; B. W. Sawtell, meekly, and the universal testimony 
Phipps, Supervisor.— | of old citizens is, that he made a good 

d the anomaly of one’ official. 
ituting “the Board of On the 12th of January, 1864, the 
however, there was but) Board of Supervisors having beconte 
for the Board to trans-) alarmed at the operations of that 
Phipps got along very) notorious gang of county warrant 





setings of the Board be- swindlers, who had control of some of 


iad by a spirit of uuan- | the adjacent counties, and feurmg 
ays witnessed in later itheir presence here if there was any- 
e 16th of August, Mr. | thing visible to tempt their eupidity, 
appointed to the office of | concluded to remove temptation trom 
3annister having left the! the sight of the thieves, by selling 
ut appointing a deputy. | the swamp lands of the county. A 
erhor election. there Wis} contract was accordingly aimade with 
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the 10th day of February, and unan-; called Willow, and the other called 
imously approved of by the people.{ Spring. The office of Sheriff went 
_ The money was accordingly paid into | begging this year, Mr. Stiles having 
the treasury, and the land deeded.— resigned. G. E. Kishor was appoint- 
In March tollowing, a contract was | ed, Dut refused to serve, thereupon, 
made with T. B. Twiford, to build ap Lathes Phipps was tendered the 
bridge across the Little Sioux River, | office, he held it about four months, 
near Rogers’ Mill, for the sum. of resigned, and S. Miller sueceeded to 
$2000, of the swamp land fund. This ‘the empty At tor the balance of 
bridge was completed. in the fall of | the year. The election this year— 
1866, and the high water of the SPHINE 4! 1867—<alled out 50 voters, resulting 
of 1867, earried the bridge entirely |in the election of G. W. Bannister, 
away, and it has never been replaced. | County Judge; C. Corbett, Treasur- 
_ Nine votes were castin the county | er; S. F. Miller, Sheriff; J. H. Da- 
at the November election, resulting | venport, Surveyor; G. HE. Fisher, 
as follows:—O. 53. Wight, District | Supt. of Schools; S. B. Parkhurst, 
Clerk; C. Corbett, Recorder; J. H.| Corouer; John Doak, Drainage Com- 
Davenport, Supt. of Schools; J. H. , missioner. 
Davenport, Surveyor. The only} 1868 was a barren year, nothing 
memorable transaction of the year|transpiring worthy of a record here. 
1865, was the dividing the county in- | 80 votes at the fall election made J. 
to two civil tow nships, one being | H. Davenport Clerk, and E. Kings- 
ealled Cherokee, the other Pilot, the | ‘bury, Recorder. Three new civil 
whole county, previous to this time, | towi iships were organized in 1869, 
having been in one civil township, | called respectively Pitcher, Afton,and 
and that called Cherokee. There | Cedar. The offices of Sheriff, Record- 
were 18 yotes cast at the general elee-| er and Superintendent of Schools, 
tion, resulting in the election ro) em became vacant by the resignation of 
Miller, County Judge; C. Corbett,; the incumbents, and the “follow: ing 
Treasurer; F. Stiles, Sheriffs Joel inamed persons were appointed to 
Davenport, Surveyor; G. E. Fisher, | serve until the next election :—C, H. 
Supt. of Schools; R. Perry, Drainage | Lewis, Recorder; R. J. Smith, Sher- 
Commissioner; O. 5. W ‘cht, Coron-' iff; O. Chase, Supt. of Schools. There 
er. In 1866, a new bridge was built, were 210 votes deposited at the elec- 
across the river near the old town, at | tion this year, resulting in electing J. 
a cost to the county of $1192, and; Armstrong, Auditor; G. Filer, Sher- 
the township of Willow org: anized : (iff; A. L. Porter,Surveyor; O. Chase, 
but upon canvassing the votes in Oc-| Supt. of Schools; L. Rogers, Coroner. 
tober, it was found there were only 8 | The year 1870, was a memorable 
Voters in the proposed township, so | one for Cherokee. The LF. & S.C. 
the organization was indefinitely post- R. R., being completed through the 
poned. This year there were 25 votes | ‘county, gave her communication with 
cust with the following result:—G. the rest of the world, and brought a 
W. Bannister, C ounty Judge; E. ‘large influx of patties. More money 
Kingsbury, District Clerk; L. Phipps, jw as appropriated for public improve- 
Recorder; ae Scurlock, Coroner. = ;ments in this year than had. been be- 
September 2d, 1867, was the birth|fore since the organization of the 
day of two new civil townships, one leounty. The bridge at the old town 
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was repared at.an expense of $2900. 
Mill creek was bridged at a cost of! 
$5140. Six bridges over the Me ple 
were erected, costing in the ueere- 
gate, $2243 and one ‘small br idee i iit 
Spring TON aD Eb cost $185. Five homestead and pre- emption acts:— 
more civil townships were organized,! By the former law any citizen, 21 
named Silver, Tilden, Sheridan, Am- (Years of age, may aequire a title to 


A WORD T0 ‘THE L: LN D- 
LESS, 





There is still, in a few counties im | 
Jowa, land subject to entry under the 


rey 


herst, and Liberty. | 361 votes were , 86 aeres - land, ‘by peving S14, (all 
polled at the last general election, re- /the U.S. land in Iowa is within rail- 


road limits), and any one who holds 
an honora bie discharge fyom the Uni- 
Cleaves, Coroner. Mr. Chase having: ted States “Army, may enter double 
resigned the office of Supt. af Schools, that amount. | The niodus operandi 
J. LL. Rod fills that office by ap point- of acquiring the land is quite simple, 
ment, and Wm. Nettleton of Chero-| and we avill seppose we are speaking 
kee township, J. li. Groves of Pilot,| to those who are entirely ignorant of 
and Geo. Hoskins ot Willow, were; ow and when and where, and desire 
elected. Supervisors. C. H. Lewis; information. | | 
having resigned, Eueene Cowles was!’ As to when; we’ say Now, and for 
appointed County. Attorney. the follow} ne reasons —The public 
In drat ing thiy short sketch of the | domain is r: by aly filling up, so that 
official history ot the county to a}notwithstanding its Immense size,the - 
close, the writer caunot. forbear rc-! choicest of the land will soon be “p- 
mi: arking that a earetal perusal of the propriated, and as far as Lows is con- 
records of the county for the facts as, cerned, next summer, in all Prelit 
herein before sct forth, has couvinecd ity, will witness the surrender of the 
him thet Cherokee county has been !Iast acre of land by the general gov- 
singularly fortunate in having had an) ernment. There is no use of waiting 
honest, intelligent set of officers, who | until the place settles, for it is self- 
have appa antly endeavored faithtal- evident if t rhe country is settled, there 
‘ly to discharge the duties of sab an be no cheap § covernment lands to 
several stations. The récords arc be had. Certsin obstacles have to be 
well kept, and tu goed condition, wid) met with, though one terries two oer 
if the impress left upon them during: ten vears, andthe sooner one feces 
the next fourteen years, shall besr' the difficulties the sooner will he have 
the same evidenee of honesty andithem conquered. Dowt wait uutil 
economy as does that of the last four-| you are ready, for one Is seareely ev- 
teen years, the citizens of the county eras prepared for emigrating as be 


sulting as ‘follows :—C. Corbett, Ke- 
-corder; C. F. Biddle, Clerk; Tey, 


may well be proud of thent. | Wishes tobe. “Don't wait upon the 
- tr Lette horder of vovwr coing, but @o at once.” 

9 i A r | Se = é . = 2 > ef 
In the county are three civie soct-: Were to co, is often re a pruz- 


. 


eties: Masons, Odd-Feilows, nnd ving to the enivrant as nuything else. 
Good Templars; three church crenn- | Phe fields for Sietiehnetth NYG SO EX- 
izations—Methodist, Presbyterian, tended, nid enely sets forth its claims 
snd Convregationalists. A Ladte iso that itis really difhlendt for those 
Benevolent Socte tv. Lacemm. and 24} desiring to locate, to decide whether 
schools, taueht by abic tenehers, iPexas or Minnesota oar somewhere 

% 4 
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between is the better place. In se-43 ‘our papers made outs If willing to 
lecting a new home, it ts well to lo-; buy land, go to any of our ‘loeal land 
cate as nearly as possible in a place’ offices, and there you will learn of all 
of like temperature, to that formerly that is for sale. There are 200,000 
lived in, and to those accustomed to! acres of railroad lands in this county, 
the bracing atmosphere of a northern | | though hot in market, ure being loca: 
climate. ¢ fowa offers as great a trans-| ted, and will be sold on time, oiving 
ition as is advisable to make. The ja firstrate chance for payment. ‘These 
subject of healthis one of vast impor-' will, beyond all question, sell speedi- 
tance, and Northern Iowa has no su- . ly, and one can afford to pay a good 
perior in that respect. The summers: price for land close to the railw RY, 
are, pleasant, exceedingly so; the; when a mere trifle is required,down, 
winters are very mild.” Besides the | giving ten years to pay the w hole. 
accessibility of this region is largely Reader, you will do a wise thing 
‘in its favor, being intersected | by lines | by entering. 160 acres of land in this 
of railway trom the Mississippi to the | ‘county. 
‘Missouri, Connecting our new coun- a 
ties with the east as directly as if they , STATE OF IOWA. 
were a century old. we 
We have neither the heat of Kan-| The State of Iowa lies between the 
sas nor the cold of Minnesota, the'two great rivers of America, having 
drouth of the former, nor the rains of) the Mississippi on the east and the 
the latter, but a climate and soil su-| Missouri on the west. Its southern 
perior to either. There is not a spe-| boundary is the parallel of 40 deg. 
_ cies of grain or fruit grown in the! 31min. and its northern, that of 43 
northern or middle states, that eun-} deg. 30 min. It has an area of 55,- 
not be cultivated here, unless we ex- 045 square miles, or 35,228,800 aeres, 
cept peaches. Cattle have unlimited | being one-fourth as large as France, 
ruige at present, over 2 pasturage:n early as large as England, and 
equal to anything in this or any other double the size of Scotland. The sur- 
eouutry. Phe water is excellent,clear; taee of the State is gently unduiat- 
as crystal, and has a sweet, agreeable ing, but more uneven towards the 
taste. There are numerous streams) west, thanin the east. Nature seems 
aad lakes, well wooded, and possess-) to have been lavish in’ the bestewal 


-are plenty, aad prairie chickens eve- |) The*streams that discharge their wat- 
rywhere. We have good markets ersinto the Mississippi, and those 
and plenty of them. G: ods are sold: that discharge into the Missouri,drain 
very reasonably, especially those of the State so thoroughly that net an 
lighter quality. Eve rythin mong rais- acre of waste land, may be said, to 
es meets a ready market. be in the State. Her water system 

As to how to locate lands, the mat-:is the most pertect in the Union, and 
teris quite simple. Select vour point, consequeutly, her drainage the most 
say Cherokee County; drop off at: thorough. The mawy advantages 
our station, aud if tor a homestead, resnltiag trom a gontly wavy surtice, 
push 1 back to OBrien, ret someone to | thoroughly dr ained, are toe well ur- 
show you over the lands, and go to! derstood to acquire pouting out, but 


Non) 


the land office at Sioux C ityanid have: the purity ot “her mire nnd healthtil- 





ing fish in abundance; deer and elk! ot her thvors upon the entire States 
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The quality of her soilimay be equal- | 
ed, but not surpassed by any in the, 
world. While we can justiy claim 2 
no similar area on the surface 
globe, can be found to equal Towa in| 
this respect. The soil is. a drift de-| 
posit, covered with a deep, rich veg-| 
etable 3 
alluvial, and everywhere capable of; 
producing the most luxuriant vegeta: 
tion. Her wild grasses are 1 rank. and | 0 





lines, g¢ 





‘ness-of her climate are mainly attrib- {are intersected by a number of other 
utable to that faet. 3 


fiving complete facilities for 
travel and shipping of produce to and 
from the several counties; in all over 
000 miles of railway are now oper- 
lated. Cherokee has a road passing 
through the centre of the county, 
over which, pass three trains datiy. 
Although scarecly one-sixth of the 


rnold, along the streams it is/ state is under cultivation, Iowa pro- 


dueed in 1869, over 25,000,000 bush- 
els of wheat; 


oats; 78,000,000 bushels of corn; and 


luxurinntjandare famous tor their nu-/ of hay, 13,000,000 tons; of potatoes, 


tritious qualities, giving the beef fed: 
trom them a peculiarly excellent fia-| 
vor. ee 
In regard to minéral deposits, lowa 
ranks high asa State. Her exten: | 
sive beds of coal are a source of in | 


ealeulable wealth, and are diffused | 
over the State, and said to em-; 


brace an area of 20.000 square miles. 
Mines are already worked in no less} 
than forty counties. The nearest to! 
Cherokee being those at Fort Dodge, | 


she produced 5,000,000 bushels. Her 
product of butter was 12,000,000 Ibs. 


| During the year 1868, in the state of 


Towa, ‘stock to the value of coh 549,- 
977 was sold. Educational! low a 
stands pre-eminent among fe sister 
States, Que thirty-sixth of her entire 
; domain, besides 500,000 aeres of land 
donated by Congress, and per cent. 
on the sales of her public lands in 
‘the state are appr opriated to the sup- 
port of the schools of Towa. There 


in Webster county, a distance of 80) is paid annually to teachers in this 


miles, couneeted by means of the Du- ; 


buque & Sioux City railroad. Coal 
is laid down at this station _tor $6 60) 
per ton. 

There are also large fields of pen 
which have attraeted considerable at- 
tention theugh not extensively work- | 
ed. The peat beds are chic fly Cons: 
to the northern counties. The! 
nearest to Cherokee, beg in’ the 
eounty of Kossuth, about 60 miles 
distant. Splendid) deposits of chi: 
are found in many counties, suitable | 
tor brick-making! Cherokee has very 
extensive deposits of this valuable ar-. 
ticle, suficient to tashion brick tor 
ten times the requirements the: 
county. The railroad facilities of! 
fowa ure seeond to no state ino the 


Union. 


Bi 
Ct 


- Mississippi and Missouri, and those! 


, supported by the state. 


‘him light taxation. 


‘third tier 
Five trunk lines connect the! 


state, $1,500,000, there nre over 
schools and 11,000 teachers 
Towa has besides 
stitution in 


7,060 
in Iowa. 
many charitable in- 
a flou rishing condition, 
Towa forms 


ithe single exce ption among the states 


indebted- 
This is a most important item 
migrant as it secures tor 
To the emigrant 
one seeking ‘2 home, Iowa 
superior indicements to any 


of the Union of hay ng no 
hess. 
to the 


or ay 
offers 


other state, and Cherokee to any oth- 


er county. 


OU GOUT A. 


is Situated In the 
‘of counties south of the 
Minnesota line and also eust of the 
Missouri rive among the imauy 


Cherokee county, 


ris 


] §,000,060 bushels ot 
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beta elhat counties of northern Towa, j years we may confidently expect this 
-pre-eminently inviting as a tield of} county to have comfortable and com- 
immitration. There are many who! modious brick houses on every farm, 


suppose that all prairie Jand is alike, | | and her growing villages built of this 


but this is a great error, as differen-! valuable and desirable material. 

ces are as erent on these timberless| The numerous inill privileges in 
plains, ds in the heavily wooded syl-! this county surpass those of any five 
vas of the cast. Within the compass! contiguous counties. There is water 
of a few Be one finds numberless! power enough here to drive sufficient 
varietics soil, each one of which | machinery to supply the necessities 
hasits Het ur ad: aption for husband-! of halfa million of people. One grist 
ry. This is a great advantage to any mill j is now running night and day, 
country, and must hasten its devel-| /within two miles ot this village, and 
opment, as variety of products is asithe dams of fo more are already 





essential to the growth of a country 
as ix quantity. 

But there are other circumstances | 
besides cruality of soil upon which the 
desirability” of a country depends, 
among which we might mention 
health, location, water, climate, &e., 
and in all of rate respects Cherokee 
claims superiority over c¢yery other 
county in Towa. 


ed by any country 
there is not a forty acres in the coun | 
ty in which we cannot find abundance 
within twenty feet of the surtace.— 

Building material is the 
all necessities in the West, the want: 
of it is felt by every one, so mueh so! 
that the cost of building a comforta- 
ble dwelling is not unfrequently be-: 
yond the means of the nmigrantjand 


for lack of funds a temporary dwell- 


ing has to be improvise lout of turl 
We are situated s long Way trom 
large timber fields; all our pine lun- 
ber must be earried at least. 250 miles 
by rail, heed wonder that 
this article ts high, vet, Cherokee has 
in this respect, a deci al ndvantage | 
over most Western cottnties. She has 
inexhaustible beds of as fine olay as 
was ever moulded into bmek, whieh 
ean be manufnetured for five or six 
dollars per thousand, henee ina few 


SO LO Obhe 


The purerfess and. i 
sweetness of her water is not excell-: 
in the world, and - 


senreest of * 


“blow soft o’er Ceylon’s [sfe.-? 


built, both mills will be erected dur- 
| ing the present year, giving the coun- 
ty” nine run of stones. Another grist 


atone in Pilot township is doing excel- 
} 


lent: work, and supplyi Ing awant long 


ifelt in that part of the county. A 
-wool mill is also projected for eard- 
ing and spinning, and other indus- 
‘tries will doubtless spring up to util- 
ize the resources of our county. 

A very erroneous impression pre- 
yvuls regarding the climate of North- 

western Towa; most people have 
heard of it as a dreadfully cold coun- 
itry, where Midian winds excortate 
Sthe countenance, and the “snow-falls 
roar, devastating all before™ is the 
‘fright of all. Now nothing could be 
farther from the truth than this. for 
a pleasanter aud more cougenial cli- 
mate would be dificult to find. Snow 
seldom exceeds four ches in depth, 
sand never lies dater than the early 
pert of March, cattle require teeding 
only about 12 weeks, and the gre ater 
part of that time they can pick large- 
ly trom the meadows. 

During the vernal and wutwranal 
equinoxes the winds are usiudly hieh, 
but are of short duration; the bal- 
anee of the year we enjoy “balmy 

ibreezes,” as plensant as those tht 
The 
in the 


State of Towa is the only onc 
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Union free ed debt, with a few, 
' millions in the tre easury; but while 
so much ean be said of the State, we | 
regret many of the counties have! 
been so wretchedly managed as to be! 
next to insolvent. ‘Am immigrant | 
‘should be careful in coming W est to! 
see where he locates, that his entire 
substance be not devoured by merci-: 
less officials. Cherokee is the only. 
county inthe Northwest that can! 
show a clear record. She has but a| 
trifling debt, yet bas more substantial 
improvements than any half-dozen | 
counties adjoining,each of which have | 
debts, from $30,000 to %200,000.—' 
Financially, Cherokee i is ‘the banner! 
county of the Northwest, her taxer) 
are light, her indebtednest)j is trivial. : 
We wish to see these magnificent | 
prairies, now beautiful in the garb of| 
nature, made still more beautiful by! 
the hand of man, and offer such ad- 
vantages as no other county in the! 
United States can offer. 


| 
\ 
| 


If any one will for a moment glance 
at the map of Northern Towa, andi 
observe that the county of Cherokee | i 
is eentrally located between the flour- | 
ishing villages of Fort Dedge, and 
Sioux City, and then make 2 trip ‘ies 
tween those plaees he caunot fail in. 
coming to the conelusion that Chero- 
kee is destined to be an important; 
place. It is not enough to say this: 
county has lanl evs to omy other,! 
we claim and shail iueist until we’ 
have our claims allowed that the: 
lands of the Bonney of Cnerokce are 
superior to thore of any other county 
situated om the line of the Dubuque 
& Sioux City Railroad. There is 
not in reality an acre of waste land 
in the whole county. It is one ex-) 
pause of the most superb table land, 
beautifully undulating, intersecte d' 
by several never failing streams t 


-% 


1 
1 ~ 


° 


ciency of timber to supply the, wants 
of the county tor many years to come, 
with firing and the coarser grades of 
lumber. The soil is rich, bey ond the 

possibility of exhaustion for the next 
fifty years, clothed in a verdure, out- 


vivaling the fabled elysium of antiq- 
nity, or the fairy dreams of modern 


(Utopia. <A few years ago, a number 
lof strong hearted men trom Massa- 
chusetts, seeing the more than Eden 
of fertility here, braved the daugers 
of the tr éacherous red man, planted 
themselves in the midst of | these 
grassy plains, and began to cultivate 
the virgin soil, This formed the nu- 
cleus me a colony; these men were 
the pioneers s of our civilization, many 
of whom are this day among the 
most honored and worthy men in the 
county, if notin Nor thern Towa. 


The population of the county 1s to- 


day, a mere fraction of what it can 
accommodate with large, valuable 
and beautiful farms. 
these farms, yet to be the very finest 
in the United St: ites, are robed still 
in their grassy vesture, whose bos- 
oms are yet decked with the “heath- 
r bell? and prairie rose, but merely 
await the touch of the magie wand 
of science, when the richest trophies 
that ever rewarded the votaries 
Ceres will be that of the favored 
owners of the soil. Conld the New 
Magviander. who is cutting up his lit- 
tle mal avel knoll” into mere garden 
patches for his family, or the back- 
woodsman of Mich! wan, killing: him- 
selfim a warfare with huge oaks and 
giant pines, or the Canadian in hi 
deadly fight with the grin forest, 
the Virginian str neeling with bin ex- 
hagsted plantation, or the emigrant 


vescaped tron a life of poverty ta Eu- 


these macnific ‘ent 
broadest, the grandest, 


but once see 
the 


Tro pe, £* 


plains, 


j whose banks are lined with 2 sufti- . 


Thousands of 


of 
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westerly course some 300 miles, and 


| richest and fairest that ever honored j stream, decorated with fruit-bearine 
, the works of creation, they with one! shrubbery, sweet-scented flowers,and 


voice would say, let us go and pos-'luxuriant grasses. Its waters are 


sess the land, not firuratively, but! cold and transparent, and stocked 


literally s flowing with milk and|with incredible quantities of fish, 
honey.” ’ | which the writer has seen taken out 
. wae in wagon loads. The value of this 
THE WATER SYSTEM OF stream cannot be over estimated, and 
_ CHER OKEE. with its numerous tributaries affords 
'as perfect a supply of stock water as. 
The largest stream that waters; can possibly be required. 
Cherokee county is the Little Sioux! The next most important stream is 
River, called deté/e in contra distine- | the Maple. This is also a river of 





tion to a larger stream separating | considerable size, running for a long 


Iowa trom Dakota. The little Sioux | distance nearly parallel to the Little 
river is really one of the finest andj Sioux, before emptying into that 


most important streams in North-!stream. It enters in at the North-. 


western low: It rises near the! east corner of the county, and flows 
Minnesota line; flows in a southr; about mid-way between the Sioux 
river and the eastern boundary: of 
a 
empties into the Missouri river. The the county. Its waters are peculiar- 
valley of the Little Sioux is estimated ly transparent, fresh and beautiful. 
to contain 5,000 square miles of the|Its banks are not precipitous, but 
finest land inany state. This stream; clothed with a beautiful verdure, or 
runs through the centre of Cherokee | covered with groves of valuable tim- 
county, and is ted by a great number | iber. On this ‘stream. are many very 
of tributaries, «uffording the most per-| valuable mill sites, and location of 
fect drainage to the county. It is}many a town and village, where yet 
extremely circuitous, and ineanders the bounding deer and elk, with the 
in passing through the county a dis-' tinny and feathered tribes of nature 
tance of not less than 100 miles. Its/are the only inhabitants. 
banks are lined with forests of good | The next largest water course ig 
servicable timber, in great variety,! the Eleven Mile Run, being eleven 
the chief being cottonwood, yet there’ miles west from the Sioux river, and 
ure large quantities of oak, maple, : running parallel to that stream. Its 
and hickory. There are also consid- | ‘length is estimated at 100 miles, and 
erable quantities of black-walnut of! consequently waters a considerable 
the most valuable description for fur-'area. Its general teatures are simi- 
niture. There are many excellent {lar to the above named streams, tho’ 
mill privileges on this stream, as yet/ considerable less in volume. While 
but three mill sites have been utilized, ‘the Sioux waters the centre of the 
but there is supposed to be some 20 | county, the Maple the east, and Eley- 
privileges ou this river alone in this!en Mile Run the west, all flowing 
county. Along its banks, the land | southw esterly and parallel. There 
is, in parts, a little bluffy, but o-+ are countless rivulets and streamlets 
where precipitous, and eve ry where | coursing laughingly over these grassy 
available. At times, beautiful parks | meads that separate these waters, all 
and lawus open on the conrse of the! tributary to ther. 
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. significant stream: ; 
“in O° Brien county, and after winding | 


“their abundance and size in 
These tiland 


high as 40 pounds, 


thy. great bulk of the 


‘ 
© 


> Mill Creek is by 


through some half-dozen tow uships,. 
* falls into the Littlé Sioux two miles; 
“above the village of Cherokee. Ht is 
“quite a rapid stream, apd by some 
 éstimated to have a good water pow= 
‘er each mile of its course;. here 


is, 


no means aN ih: is peeultarly excellent, 
It takes its rise f well-tasted and be: wutiful. In ‘quality 


‘near its confluence with the Sioux, 2. 


neat and well built tlotriag mill, do-; 


ing excellent work. 

Railroad Run. takes its rise 
the township of Sheridan, and 
ties into the Sioux at the village of; 
“Cherokee; though | ouly some ten’ 


NEAL 


i 
, 
t 
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erp 
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o 
soft, cleur, 

it can challenge the competition of 
the world, and in quantity, it is sutti- 

cient to support millions. Any farm 
yot blessed with a running stream, 
can, by a few hours’ labor, be sup- 
plied with an sample. sutlicieney for 
stock ov anything else. | 


GOUNTY SEAT. 
the 
aud 


It 
the 


The village of Cherokee, is 
‘ounty seat of Cherokee county, 
has a tolerable central location. 
is Situated at the intersection «af 


-miles long, itis a permancut stream Dusuque & Stoux City. R. R., with 


“and valuable tor stock water.’ 
Some miles to the south is Rocky 
’ Run. considér ably larger anil longer. 


~ "This stream is of great value, and 
“Waters many 3 beautiful farm. — Be- 
sides those named, there arc proba- 


bly 100 others of lesser dime: ISLOLIS, 
forining a complete ne tw ork of stream- 


dw wy 


{ 


Gerke a 


ithe Little Sioux River, ‘and nearly 
between Fort Dodge and 
moux City.. The village bas a sur- 
‘passingly beautifill site, skirted on all 


by gentle bhatt, t atk kwell just 


“enough to shield it from the blasts of 
. w inter, yet not cnough to impare the 


lets and rills, such is seldom equaled. 
‘and never surpassed by six other: 


county inthe United Srates. 
~ the larger ‘of those streauis’ abot 


cement of the re ‘sidents trapping them. 
Residents of the eastern states. where 
there the rivers have been deplered 
‘of fish, can scarcely form an ides 
the vir- 
vin rivers of the west. 
Streamus produce fish that 
"These 
haye all less or more timber, though 
timber i 
county is tound along the Sioux river. 
But the supply of water is noWise 


weserh 


ats 


All of: 


care swallowed Wp 


in fish, mink and muskrats. Otter, 
und beaver are also plenty, and foruy: 
_a large share of the winter's wethielead 


traveller after 


alti 


SEreutis | 
oseveriirge aid irrepre ails, 
this: 


§ ‘dependent on these rivers, as ito is: 
everywhere obit: unable by digeing, 
A, "The ‘usual depth ot wells ts vo feet. 


Mie well w ater ot Cherokee 


eounet ¥, 


aepatiy ot the lands Ape. 


y Through 
the 
Fe 


aus and to the south of the vuil- 
the Stoux river winds its devi- 
ous way in search of the great Mis- 
souri, where CYNEtS alline Waters 
in that. current of 
Vhe banks of Sioux are lined 
with tiinber, the first of nuy conse- 
quence that greets the eve of the 
le AVENE Port Dodee. 
Lhe ure “athy nidldis to the pic Taresquc 
ross of the scene, and prepossess the 
traveller nats thiver. 


her 


ea } 
Waa. 


The population of the village is 
about 500, and jist the metal of 
whieh pHONCEES are pysacte, hi: idly, Aes tie 


The ven- 
eral ¢haracter ef the buildings, in the 
would be called inditterent, tho: 
even dt old aumael wealth 


Past. 
thot a few, 


places, would be termed tairy and 
Psome classed as good. So far they 
hare all frame buil liners, butecoustriuc- 
Mted ot pime lumber Nearly every 
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pantie is painted, the previ ailing |  eirbeli ge mercly tu holds and specu- 
color is “white, aiving the village ajlate, will find the atmosphere of this 
neat and tidy appearance. The rail- place unsuited to their. welfare.— 
Way passes through the centre of the | There are schemes st present, in con- 
village, the station House is the larg- templation, that propose making 
est ma tinest of: the road, from Fort | Cherokee an important railway cen- 
Dodge to the terminus, The com-/ tre, giving her connection with St. 

paay make it a coaling station, ani Paul and Mipwaukee, making her a 
built a coal hottse there in the tall of | | compe titive point w ith the Til. Cen. 
1870, the capacity of whieh is GOO, RK. hh. We might here state, that 
tons 3 lately a turn-table was put in, the future of Cherokee is bright, aS 
and it is expected that Cherokee ts to) she forms the natural trade centre of’ 
be the head ofa division. The larg- | three entire counties, with s united 
est and finest buiiding is the Melean | population of not less than t0,000 
House, built ut a cost of $8,000, and) persons, and which are ine reasing so 
of capacity to uccommodate L00 rapidly that inatew vears thes¢ same 
guests comfortably. There is a pub | countics will contain not lexs than 
lic Hall attached to the: hotel, such{ 100,000 souls. 





ax many towns of ZO years standing | AURELIA, 
eannot equal Phere are two other) A pleasantly located village between 
hotels of fur size. \ There are 3 gro-: the Maple and Sioux rivers. This 


cery and provision stores, 3 clothing: village has a good general store, x 
stores, 2 hardwire houses, 2 druge lumber and coal yard, ad: uly mai, 
stores, 4 blneksmith shops, 1 news:and post office. “The railw ay passes 
depot, 1 furniture store, v meat mar- through it, giving it all necessary fh- 
kets, Lomillivery establishment. post: cilities. The prairies around Aure- 
office, 8 lumber yards, whieh sold in} tia, are, by many considered the most 
-6 months, 15 million feet of Jumber;) beautiful in the State of [owa: how- 
1 coal yard, | agricultural implement} ever this may be, certainly they ure 
house, J barness shop, a school with | superbly beautiful and fertile sand ou 
40 pupils, & pliysicivas. 6 lawyers and! them will yet subsist the thousands 
real estate agents, atweekly repabli-| who will make Aurelia a village of 
ean newspaper, {grain ewarehouse . some importance, 
and some niinor places of business, | HAZARD, 
- It should be borue ino mind, that: Six miles west of Cherokee, un the 
Where this village stands, hiumiming {same fine of railway. Tt has a cene- 
With business, ene vear ago was ajral store and post office, a hotel und 
wild, unsurveyed, teunaatioss prairie, close to i¢ the most: extensive brick 
unc it was not until ueast 187 Oo} vard in Northern lows. The prat- 
that the villa ve was located, though ries around it are extremely rich and 
it few Binh: all initdines hi: wel De eh prt settling ya quickly, Hazard will Wet 
up prior te that ciete, but only of such be a constderable village. 
tocharacter that they could Ge remoy- | MARCUS, 
ed to whatever potut the railway’ About six wiles west of Hazard, iss 
company mnightloeate their depot, station ou the same rattroud. it has 
The village ot Cherokee offers splen- sa general store. a post offlec. andl isa 
(db indttiecments for the inyvestinent) telegraph strthon, Phe COUNTY 
ofeapital in business. bat these who lareund Marens is very new. bot is 
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~ county. 


all the streams are bridged. 


locating rapidly. 


-to be a town of some importance,and | ponsible stock grazers, 
is blest with a splendid stream of|a single night, 


water, the Eleven Mile Run. 
e, These are all the villages in Cher- 
okee county as yet, but besides these 
are.two,post offices, making in all six 
in the eounty, giving all necessary 
advantages for maail. 


i ROADS, 


and 
The 
county spent $10,000 bridging streams 


There are roads everywhere, 





Marcus is destined j industries are protected from irres- 


who might in 
destroy his year’s 
earnings. The t temptations for stock 
to destroy grain, do not exist here as 
in old settlements, for the abundance 
of feed, and boundless range for them, 
removes anything like necessity.— 
Fencing is wholly unneeded, but a 
small place to enclose stock over 
night i is desirable. 

‘The State of Iowa offers great en- 
couragement for the cultivatiowr of 


last year, and pertect communication | timber, and the rapidity with which 
is established with every part of the! it grows,is truly astonishing,a growth 
The absence of stumps and | of three or four years , being suificient 
stones render the plains perfectly | to stop ordinary cattle. In a few 
smooth; teams can drive at random} | years we may expect to see the farms 
anyw here, with perfect safety, though, of this county protected by living 
it is always preferable to keep a beat- fences, the most durable and beauti- 


-en path. This county has no quag-| ful of all fencing. 


mires or pond-holes, rendering travel | FRUIT. 
difficult or dangerous; every square | Fruit has not been thoroughly test- 
foot of her soil - ‘may ch traveled by}ed in this county, yet there is not 
night or day with perfect security.— ; the shadow of a doubt but ‘that it 
Counties in east, 100 years old, have} will do well here. All manner of 
roads inferior to ours when the track small fruit produce luxuriantly, and 
is simply made. j attains the fullest pertection. Apple 
FENCING. ‘trees look healthy and thrifty, where 
According to the laws of Iowa,cach | pever tried. Counties in the northern 
county is allowed to decide for itself, | {tier, and in the eastern part of the 
whether to adopt or reject the Herd’ State, have produced very superior 
Law, the provisions of which require, samples ot apples and pears, cherries 
eyery one to guard his owu stock, and plums, But Ghérakee has not 
discarding the necessity of fences.— | yet had trees planted long enough to 
The farmer who breaks his land and, test their bearing qualities. There 
sows his‘crop, need have no appre-\ are abundance of wild plums and 
hensions of having his crops destroy-| grapes along the rivers, 
ed. Matters are completely reversed} a superior quality for wild fruit; that 
where this law is in force, trom what! grapes, apples, plums und pears can 
they are in the more Kastern States. be raised equal in quality to any 
There, one is obliged to guard his! part of the State we doubt not— 
crops, Within certain limit: ations e: Ml Great quantities of trees have been 
ed a “lawful feuce,” but here he is}set out, and no one entertains any 
compelled to gu: nirdl his stock, and is ‘tears of their success. 
held: responsible for the damages} Melons attain more than a usual 
committed by them. This gives per- | size in this county, and are produced 
fect security to theagrieulturist,whose | in cart loads without effort. All vine 


these are of 
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bearing annuals produce astonishing- 


ly.  Squashes and pumpkins surpass 
belief, some of the former weighing 
as much as 120 pouuds, thongh such 
a weight js by no means usual. 
GRAIN. 
All ee staple grains are produced 
here abundantly. The soilis of a 


BUILDING MATERIAL, AND COST OF 
BUILDING—FENCING, &C, 
Elsewhere in this pamphlet, it has 
been stated, that lumber suitable for 
building, has to be shipped here, as 


| pine is not indigneous to the North- 


west, and also that clay was plentiful. 
The cost of lumber, at this writing, 


deep, rich, vegetable mould, varying | and such prices have ruled for six 


trom three to six feet in devth. This. 
is practically inexhaustible and just 


| Mousand: 


‘months, varies from $22 to $45 perv 
The best grades ot “dress, 


suited for the growth of grain requir- | ed flooring bringing the latter price; 


‘ing the richness of ordinary compost. 


Wheat averages here, through a 


‘succession of years, 25 bushels, over 


the county, yet this is certainly a low! 
estimate, as most. producers ‘talk of 
30 to 40 bushels per acre. Spring 
wheat is the only kind grown,as farm- | 
ers prefer two crops to one. 


season. 

Corn does extremely well, and av-| 
erages 65 bushels per acre. It re- 
quires no working of any account, 
though if attended, 
much more. Corn sells this season 
at 35 cents. 

Oats produce usually trom 50 to 
100 bushels per acre. They are not 
extensively sown as corn in a great) 
measure, supplies their plaee for ‘teed. | 
{t is unnecessary to specify, as all 


the kinds of grain grown in the Nor- ; 


thern and Middle States are produc: | 


ed here quite as abundantly, and /¢ 
with one-hundreth of the labor. 
Potatoes are not only remarkable | 


tor their production, but the quality 
is equal to the most celebrated of} 
Western Michigan. The 
trom 200 to 400 bushels per acre. 

All manner of vegetables do ex- 
tremely wel F<) abb: ages, rit: tbag: aS 
and toinatues, are uo where SUPP USs- 


ed, both in luxuriance and the rich- | 
never | 
better than from the. first breaking. | 


ness of the product, and are 


| dressed stack Doards average $35; 





1 


tesa in abundance. 


Wheat | 
brings from 80 cents to 1 dollar this ;ing, the soil is so firm, 
The great abundance of 


would produce | 


vield “A 
Carpenters get from 2 to $3 00 per- 


> 
$5 50 per thous- 


shingles, “Star A,” 
pe siding and siti: wr stock, sell at 
'$22. Stones are very scarce on the 
baphat but along the streams are 
No difficulty 
is found in Pate enough for foun- 
dations. Cellars do not require wall- 
aud never 
| loosens. 
brick clay and the ease with which 
brick can be made, will, by a little 
‘competition, make that article ex- 
tremely cheap. One yard alone.near 
| Hazard, has clay already seasoned 
;for 500,000 brick to be made next 
jseason. This alone, will give mate- 
‘rial sufficient to build quite a number 
‘of comfortable farm houses. Lime, 
ithe best in Lowa, trom Fort Dodge, 
is delivered all along the line at rea- 
sonable prices. > Sand is abundant in 
Cherokee, and the quality of her 
gravel is such, that Sioux City car- 
ried from here, 60 miles, to gravel 
her streets. All the elements for 
i building are found here, in abundance, 
and at rates that none need grumble. 
‘Labor is not excessively, hicth 


day, according to their worth A 
Erte rts ible trame house 18 x 24 feet, 

|finished in good style, doorsywindows 
and all belonging thereto, will cost 
from $200, to 8300. If the labor is 
excepted, a deduction of 75 may be 
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made. Therg are other and cheaper Northern Towa, but that difference 
methods of de ane viz: log houses, in cost iS more ait balanced in the 
orturf houses. A log house need not, relative value of the article produced. 
cost more than $25.00, and a turf one, This.is attributable to the quality of 
simply one’s labor. the grasses, despite the difference in 
Henn” “PRPEORLE. |... “climate. Horses and cattle roam dur- 
Some might be curious to know the | ‘ing summer and winter over these 


characterot the people of this county, , prairies, and without: housing, keep 


as the fact of nationality has often a. fat and glossy. The grass is so nu- 
great influence over men’s minds. _tritious that teams work on it, with- 
Perhaps there is less mixture in this, out grain and keep fut. A poor ani- 
than any other county. The inhabi-/ mal is a rarity on these prairies, tor 
tants are almost purely eastern peo-| just Imagine an animal wading in 
ple, and have brought with them, all| grass from one to six feet high, iu 
the habits of thrift, ingenuity and en-| quality better than timothy, or blue 
terprise that characterizes the “live stem. The grasses of Northwestern 
Yankee.”- There area few others , | lowa, are lar ely supphed with sachi- 
English, Seotch, and Irish, but those) arine juices, so admirably adapted to 
of continental Europe are excee ding- | nourish animal life. Its strength 
ly rare. The people, taken as a giving qualities are apparent, when 
whole, are just the kind needed to! teams work the year round aud keep 
develope a young county, intelligent, | ‘fat, never tasting grain. At present 
open, ¢ generous and enter prising, ever the 3 range is unlimited, and stoek 
ready to assist a stra: wer, and give! breeders, cun travel nomadic like, 
hima weleome. If the new-comer hither and thither, wherever deemed 
means business, he will find every : us- the {most alvisabte to pitch their 
sistance, but, if he comes thinking to. tents. A ready market is afforded 
gonge out a living by peddling bass-| for all stock, cattle and horses. Sheep 
wood hams for fresh me at, he may; have not yet been raised to any eX- 
get himself undeceived rather pre-; tent, but no species of stock would 
maturely tor the success of his mis-, pay better, Anyone who visits our 
sion. Muséle and pluck are sure to. broad, limitless plains, with their tens 
wil here, but it those articles wre not, of billions of tons of h: vy that are lett 
av ailable, they can be discounted by to rot every season, over which cattle 
wu equivalent i in greenbacks. and horses roam, in company with 
STOCK RAISING, : droves ot deer and e Lk, ti 1eU turn east 
The county of Cherokee, is admir-, to the little 20 or 50 ucre fields, 2 
ably adapted for the purposes of stock | sense of pity seizes the observe: ry tor 
raising. Her luxuriant grasses, na-, the poor, fenced up fiemers sud their 
merous streams, and shaded eroves, shriveiled stock, 
render ier the first among all her BREAKING, 
sister counties, for the raising of | The sod is not so dreadtilly bard 
stock. These are peculiar to her,)as to require the torce to break it, 
while she shares her measure of the) that is usually supposed in the cast. 
climatic cuuses that make thid lati-) Hundreds of people break with ove 
tude so well adapted to that end.—! spon of horses, and a good heavy 
True, Kansas or Texas can produce! team well ted, can do it all the sea- 
a ce weight in beet) cheaper than: son, but the most common method is 
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to break with three horses, and three ; tle Sioux, and well dr aiped by narrow 
are cousidered enough, everywhere. | sloughs; there is no waste land in 


From one to two acres is considered the township. 


a days work fof one team, and that 


an be kept up the wholé breaking 


season, The breaking season 


The soil is the usual 


deep prairie mold, subsoil a heavy 


clay; wells and cellars 
(teen time without walling. 


stand for a 
Water of ex- 


not last longer than two months,June | cellent quality is found from ten to 
and July, a circumstancé that people | jthirty teet of the surtace. 


in the east would do 


by so doing, they can break in June | 
and plant corn, potatoes, and other’ 
necessary vegetables, thus securing | 
a supply of food immediately. Those 
who have no teams, can get any) 
quantity broken, at 83 to $4 per acre, 
so that very limited means will start. 
aman out. 
to break, cosi, say 840, this will give 
him seven acres of corn, two of pota- | 
toes, and leave’ one ‘acre for other 
vegetables. 
half’ a crop, sry 25 bushels 21ere, 


per 


well to remem-' 
ber, and come out early in the spring, , May, 1869. 


| 


Should he hire ten ACES | 


were taken 
First breaking done in 
Tent of the same year; fir: st tumily 
to settle in the township, was that of 
“Matthias Smith. The tow nship was 
organized last fall, antl the first elec- 
‘tion was held October 11th, 1870.— 
The present population is about 50. 
“Two or more schools will be estab- 
lished the coming season. The lare- 
est amount of bre: aking (single im- 
provement) sixty-five acres. = Every 


The first homestéads 


settler has planted, or is preparing to 


Call+ the corn, less than) 
In the game season, 1. e., 


at the market price of to-day, the 


corn alone will over pay the expense, | 


while he has the baianee of’ his Crop | 


for his labor. Some farmers in 
county broke Tast season as high 
150 acres. 


Amukrrst Tr.,Feb. 9, 1871. 


this | 
AS- 


Editor Thies :--1 send as promis-. 


ed, a few fie ts in regard to this tp. 
Amherst iS in the western part of the 
county, and the second township 


trom the north line. The railroad 
crosses the uorth-eastern part; the 
Nearest station, Mareus, being loent- 


ed just neross the town line, beng 
the Most northerly station on the en- 
re voute fro Datta: ie to Sioux 
itv. The old militaev and emigrant 
reudl erosses the hang two miles 


frem the gorth tne The hunk is of 
the same ge cont type that prevails 
in the eounty, gentiv rethae prairie, 


Watered by several stre: VES, 
Withers orf the W est Fork af the [,u4- 


plant groves of native timber. Game, 
chicken sea- 
son, is abundant; wolves, toxes,deer, 
and elk are seen occasionally. 

From the experience: of the past 
season, can say the soil has a won- 
derful capability for withstanding 
drouglits, and mataring crops with- 
out rain; vegetation retained its col- 
or and freshness through two months 
of burning heat. 

Entered Iund is ‘valued at about 
S85 per acre. Vhere ure fine oppor- 
tunities for stock farms along the 


creek eatled Eleven Mile Run, a nev- 


er failing stream, that crosses the 


township from north to south. Grass- 


the head! 
ple are of ram intellivent, 


es of the red top varicty was cut near 
this stream last season, that yielded 
by the estimate of moderate judges, 
three tons per vere. 

At Mareus station there is uo tele- 
graph and post-ottice established, a 
grocery Is also opened, and we re- 
eoive our supplies of coal and build. 
ing material at'that point. Our peo- 


industrious 
i ; 
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class, and those who may come to jam done. I wintered a number of 
» settle among us, bachelors excepted, ; head of cattle in the winter of 1869 

“will be well received. Single men! | and 1870, and did not feed grain to 
. are not wanted, as the vicinity is al-| only my work cattley and all came 

ready overstocked with that uninter-| out in splemdid order in the spring 

esting class of settlers. What horses I did not work, winter- 
| IT remain, Respectfully Yours, ed the same way, and I have done 
. M. E. Hixxiey. {the same thus far this winter, and 
— ;my stock are all doing well. 

Editor Times -—At your request I} “One word about planting fruit and 
will jot downa tew of my experiences | forest trees. I planted one acre of 
in farming. I moved my fainily into | ‘forest tr ees, mostly cottonwood; 
Cherokee county, May 34d, 1869, aud | nearly all of them grew, most of them 
commenced breaking prairie on ie making a growth of two feet, in spite 
10th; I used three horses and a 4) of the dry “weather. I also planted 
inch plow. I think prairie eesia | one hundred and five fruit trees. = 
harder here, than in © is central part | planted an orchard in Illinois, and 
of the State, or in Northern Illinois. : one in Franklin county, in this State, 
I finished breaking aly 12th, 1869, 
having broke ninety acres. April 5,;}summer, did as well as either of 
1870, I commenced sowing wheat;| them did the first season. Such is 





--sowed 45 acres, and finished April my experience in farming in Chero- 


20th, 1870 sowed a bushel and three) kee county. I have farmed in Illin- 
pecks to the acre. I commenced to/ois andin Franklin county in this 
sow oats on the 21st of April, sowed! State, but think this is ‘decidedly 
23 acres and finished on the 25th; ; | preferable to either, both as regards 
sowed three bushels to the acre. The | clim: ite and soil. 

above grain was sowed on breaking: Ww. NETTLETON. 
without being cross-plowed.  For| Se 
corn ground, I turned back the bad 2 The first month’s sales of vil- 
part in Noy eniber. 1869, and the b: al-/lage | lots in Cherokee, 98 lots were 
ance in May, 1870; I dragged the| “disposed of, aggreg: iting $17,310, be- 
ground over twicé, ‘then marked ont!/ing an average of 3176 63 per lot. 
with a sulky plow, and planted May! Up to Dee. 2nd, the Railroad Co., 
10,11, and 12th. On the 28th of | ‘had, through € “apt. Roe, of Cherokee, 
April, I oma $ acre of potatoes. lentered the "iene ot )ehisal;” 40 
Now as to yield: wheat, 114 bushels| 17,800 acres of land in this county.— 
to the acre; oats, 21; corn, 12. The | Now, outsiders, if you want land in 
reason grain Was 80 licht this year, | this county, you have got to stir 
was want of rain. Potatoes yielded | | around. 
50 bushels, besides what a tamily ot | —_—_—— 

six ate trom the time they were large} The tirst sermon ever preached in 
enough to eat uutil digging time. C ass village, was in the store of 
IT commenced cutting wheat on the | H. lite, by the Rev. Alex. Darley, 

15th of July, averaged through har-| Pr ae terian. 

vest, 12 acres per day, with Buckeye) — ppoe Tce 
Reaper & Mower Wheat is selling here at present at 


A word about stock r: ising and I! one dollar per bushel. 
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